Painting Sites on the Old Croton Aqueduct Trail

Croton on Hudson to Yonkers

Aquefest - Oct. 9 - Oct. 10, 2010

The following sites were visited in the spring and summer of 2010 and offer an interesting mix of Aqueduct vents and weirs, the Croton Dam and spillway, the Ossining Double Arch, winding paths, dramatic trees, Hudson River and Palisades views, glimpses into backyards and gardens, urban landscapes, and historic homes and ruins. Our ever changing weather will open up some spaces as leaves fall, and color others brilliantly if we have an early fall. I would suggest scouting out the areas that interest you for parking and light. Bathrooms are available at each town's library. Restaurants abound in every town. Parking will be noted. Explore and enjoy this lovely State Park on ANY day. Check the Aquefest schedule for activities that will enhance your exposure and experience. "Walkable Westchester" put out by the New York - New Jersey Trail Conference has a wealth of information on public transportation. Maps, schedules, and updates are available at: www.aqueduct.org or by request from aquefest2010@verizon.net.

Croton Dam, Cortlandt: Trail rustic throughout.

Croton Dam, spillway, walkway, and reservoir. Eco-sculptures by Jean Linville on the east end of the dam, and on the trail down to the first vent on Oct. 9 only (rain date Oct. 10). Rock cuts just north of Quaker Bridge Rd. East (north of Quaker Bridge - the trail also crosses Quaker Bridge Road south of the bridge)

Parking: Croton Gorge Park - off Rte. 129 (south of dam) - go uphill on

path to east of dam and make a right onto wide path, or park on Croton

Dam Rd. off of Quaker RIDGE Rd., off of Quaker BRIDGE Rd. East

(north of bridge). Parking on Quaker BRIDGE Rd. has recently

become forbidden. Parking on the west end of the Croton Dam Rd -

off Rte.129 is minimal.

Bathrooms: Croton Gorge Park (porto-sans),Croton Free Library,

Cleveland Dr.

Ossining: Trail interrupted by Rte. 9 & businesses or steep, use these access points

1. Double Arch - view structure from Broadway - west of Caputo Community Center - BATHROOMS, parking, museum. Views from top of arch highly dependent on foliage.

2. North of Arch - past weir, trail passes thru backyards and pocket park, parking on streets

3. South of Arch - historic Ossining , urban architecture and farmer's market (Sat only), parking on streets

4. Everett Ave. - parking, Nelson Sitting Park

Bathrooms: Caputo Community Center and Ossining Public Library, Rte.

133

Briarcliff Manor: No parking along majority of trail, access limited, heavily wooded

1. River Rd. - parking lot left immediately after turning off Rte. 9 south of lot is a striking pine, winding path, and the backs of buildings with vines trellises (east), for about a third of a mile there are backyard views.

Bathrooms: none

Sleepy Hollow

2. Gory Brook Road - entrance to west- north during a 15 min. walk - Hudson River & Tappan Zee views between houses, stone walls to east, winding path below , farm fields to east, then weir & Sleepy Hollow Cemetery with older mausoleums and interesting trees

3. South of same: Vent #12, Hudson River & Tappan Zee views between houses, backyards to high school

Parking: Gory Brook Rd., Sleepy Hollow High School

Bathrooms: Warner Library in Tarrrytown, Rte. 9

Tarrytown: Trail broken up by Rte. 9, use following access points

1. McKeel Ave. - parking on Hillside/Croton Ave. parallel to Rte. 9 North to Cobb Lane - Hudson River views-open- high escarpments with steeples, on east side of trail: interesting rocks, trees and houses, winding path up to high school

2. South of McKeel to Hamilton - Hudson Highlands views, interesting trees & houses, Vent #13 w/impressive tree in open area, park on Hamilton as well

3. E. Elizabeth St - park on street; stone church to west, go north thru open backyards & gardens to Nepperhan Ave & Tarrytown Historical Society on east

4. Prospect Ave. - go north for views of backyards, Mozartina's brick mansion, winding path and open tree groupings, park in dirt lot to south of intersection with Martine Ave.

5. Sheldon Ave. - parking - 15 min. to Lyndhurst - walk south to Gracemere - backyards, vine covered trees, cross Rte. 9, go south to opening in fence to walk thru Lyndhurst (Private Property off trail- okay to use about 10 feet either side of trail or pay entrance fee to use entire grounds) parkland, large impressive trees, greenhouse ruins, brick maintenance buildings & old equipment, fine buildings, a hint of Lyndhurst itself & the Tudor Visitor Center rooftops

6. South of Lyndhurst - Vent #16, Sun Myung Moon Estate - stonewall, curving path

Parking: as noted above

Bathrooms: Warner Public Library, Rte. 9

Irvington:

1. Meadowbrook Rd. - also 15 min. to Lyndhurst, go north past open views of backyards, gardens, & wooden barn, minimal parking for 3 -4 cars, check which side of road is good for that day

2. Fargo Rd. - parking, go south for an Italian villa (east), oriental house w/stone spillway, winding path, interesting trees, Tudor style house

3. Main St. - north is Irvington Middle School parking lot, with a view of the Hudson, Irvington is filled with charming village street scenes

4. South of Main St. - fine homes of different styles, gardens,(one with picket fence) backyards, winding path

5. Dow's Lane - parking, north -Memorial Park ball fields, tennis courts, BATHROOMS, WATER, fine homes of different styles, picket fenced garden mentioned above, south - row of ivy covered trees, trees to east & west of trail all notable, fine houses

6. Clinton Lane - parking, the Lane itself has the Octagon House (private & pretty hidden by trees), another fine house, interesting trees, traveling south the trail abuts other houses,(Nevis) backyards, & gardens, & winds past open areas oftree groupings of interest down to Ardsley Rd.

Parking: limited on side streets

Bathroom: Irvington Library, South Astor St.

Dobbs Ferry:

1. Mercy College: south of Hudson Rd. interesting parkland with variety of trees - open space, winding path,Vent #15, parking

2. Walnut Street - Keeper's House, street parking, State Park Headquarters, north - mimosa tree, maintenance building, south - historic brick Keeper's House - a work in progress, Hudson views,lawn w/ ancient trees

3. Hatch Terrace - south - winding path w/trees

4. Colonial Ave.,Hillside Rd. Parkway Dr. - street parking, all close together picturesque rooftops/Hudson views, backyards, sculpture, gardens & trees, AM perhaps best

Parking: street

Bathrooms: Dobbs Ferry Library, Main Street
Hastings on Hudson:

1. Flower Ave. - parking, south - garden with rustic gate, open path, north - many houses, trees & path scenes

2. Minturn St. - parking, south - stone cottages, interesting trees, Zinsser Park ball fields, community gardens, winding path thru open area

3. Edgar Lane - parking, gardens, house with stone chimney/flowering tree, AM perhaps best

4. Baker Lane - dirt track no parking, interesting house to west, beech trees to west, backyard gardens to east

5. Five Corners - parking Chauncey Lane, open, two churches ,- Grace Episcopal -wood, 1st Reformed - stone

6. Washington St. - parking, pocket Hudson River views along Aqueduct Lane section, dappled sun on winding path

7. Pinecrest Dr. - parking, Vent #18, views of Hudson, backyard gardens, stone staircase, various architectural styles represented - modern,stone, Tudor, path scenes

Parking: as noted above

Bathrooms: Hastings Library, Maple Ave.

Yonkers: Northern half on ridge, southern half on streets, leaves Aqueduct

1. Odell Ave. - parking on Warburton St., steep hill to climb, north are stone ruins of stable, going south are Palisades views thru rooftop gaps, a weir, (lion pictured in "Walkable Westchester" only visible in winter)

2. Arthur St. - park on Aqueduct Pl., north is the stone weir, Hudson views of Palisades, south there are more Hudson views, & winding path with interesting trees

3. Shonnard Terrace - parking (side street of same name unmarked on Warburton, north 1 block of Phillipse Rd. - across from Hudson River Museum/Trevor Park), north - older well kept colorful houses circa 1900's with gardens - east side, trail more open, winding path with woods, south - trail goes past & thru front yards then leaves Aqueduct to use city streets

Parking: as noted above

Bathrooms: Trevor Park, Hudson River Museum
