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—You Bring the History of the Old Croton
Aqueduct to Life for Millions of Visitors

Each vear, more than a million people visit the Old Crofon Aqueduct to walk part of
the 26-mile trail rmminuhmugh this TR TR linear p.::rh in the Hodson ‘l.'.:.'"q-
Visitors marvel at the scenic path which runs along the top of an underground
squeduct, winding through many communities and passing by numerodus historic sites
and preserves. But until recently, many visloors didn't even realize thar the trail i part
of a State Park, let alone understand the enormous histarical iil{ﬁ||-|i;4.|'||;:' af the
aqueduct under their feet,

A transformative tale from our past wailting to be told

During the 1830s New York Ciry suffered from a lack of fresh water (o combat rising
diseade and fight the fires that often consumed parts of the city. A bald plan was
hatched to build o 41-mile aqueduct and dam that would direct witer from the Croton
River to sbove-ground reservoirs located at the present sites of the Mew York Pablic
Library and the Great Lawn of Central Park. In five vears, thousands of workers, many
of whom were Irish immigrants, completed this feat of masonry and brought up to
100 million gullons of fresh water to city residents daily

i Evenioallvi i skvrodiicting population réquired SoistrOcton of the New Croram Agosdoct; bur e
original continued to provide water to New Yock City until 19635, [ts masonry structures are the
foundation of what is now one of the world's largest municipal water svatems, which stretches over
100 mikes into cenitral MNew York State and transports water to over 8 million city dwellers daily.
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"The grant we received from PTNY gave us a giant step forward in opening
the new Visitor and Education rooms to the surprisingly worldwide group
of visitors who appear every weekend, We love showing off our new
displays, taking visitors through the story of how we got to this stage as

well as explaining the facts of the engineering miracle that is the Aqueduct. B T WX
Our guest book is overflowing with enthusiastic comments in a variety of Aqueduict creats an
languages. Hurrah for the grant! [t got ing!® educational exhibit for the
Juag €9 gotusgoing newly restored Keepers House
— Mawis Cain, President, with a grant from the Park &

Friend of the Old Croton Aqueduct Trali Partaership Program.
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make so much possible.

Cover Story continued

I 1983, a proug of motivaled citizen-wolunteers formed dhe Friends of the Od
Cravton Aquedibet amd dedicated themselves 1o eior it the Keeper's House,
which hod fallen into ruin, Located in Diobbs Ferry ot the mid-point of the
26-mile trabl, this beautiful house §s the last remaining of sfx that were omginally
comstriicted bo house mainlennnde su perviscrs, The Friconds envisioned it as the
|"'I-'|'f1'!..'| visitors center and {ocal i far thee State Park. After maany YETR and
Herculean efforts, this dedicated Friends group succeeded in raising 51.2 million
and renonvating this marvelous pece of history,

Our Park and Trail Partnership Program empowers Friends groups
to make a big difference

The Friends” vision for the Eeeper’s Howse inchaded an educitional exhibii thai
woulkd bring the history of this Word-renowned seatier supply siatem and its
role in the economic growth of New York City to life. They applied to the Park
arwd Tradl Partnensbip Program with plans for seven exhibits and were one of 20
fricods organizations o he aw.l.r-.l'.ﬁ! o rant in March, 2006, Havisg a dynaimic
indoor visitar's center for the Old Croton Aqueduct Sute Park is helping the

Friends group promote the park vear-round, engage with local and city schools,

and pitract members and volunteers to stpsport their wark

Thanks to younr suppodrt, PTINY wat soccessful in pdvocating for a second round
oof Funeing for the Park and Tieai !"J.illl:nhi;.'l Frogram. The siaie Jrl!ih'\.l.-n_l.
another $500,000 for the progriam through the Environmenial Profection Pl
in the X16-2017 |.ll.|.~.E|:ut. Latira DhBetta, PTHRY & Direcior of Pirks Program and
Gowernment Relatbons, sasd "We'lve |||l|;.: hedieved in idie ErASErOOts pOwer .||':|-..,|,|-|.l
Friemds groups to accomplish great things and have provided valiable techinical
assatance and simall EEETLS N Suipapar them, Mow, with an even imare \i5r|i|"|.-.1.|-||:
sovirce of funding svailible, we dre excited (o really seée them take off and make
improvermienis o parks tear will benefit millions of visibors across (e stape™
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What will your legacy be?

It never too early to begin thinking about your legacy. As someone who
appreciates nature and green space, we invite you to share your passion for
Mew York's majestic parks and besutiful trails by making a planned gift ta Parks
& Trails New York and ensuring that your favorite parks and trails will be
protected for generations to coma.

To learn more abowt becoming a member of the Legacy Soclety of Parks & Tralls
Hew York, please contact Meegan Finnegan, Director of Development, at
mifinnegand ptny.org or 518-434-1583.

“l joined Parks and Trails New York because
| care about these important
public spaces. They are not receiving the
protection that they need. | am the
Coordinator of the New York Geographic
Alllance, and we know that parks showcase
the best that New York geography has to offer.
Mr. Letchworth has long been a hero of mine,
since he saved the beautiful falls and gorge
from industrial degradation.”

— Tim McDonnell, winner of & night at
The Glen Iris Inn at Letchworth State Park
during PTNY's spring membership drive

Save the dates!

March 15 — Park Advocacy Day

April 22-31 — Canal Clean Swesp

May & — ath Annual | Love My Park Day!

July 516 — 19th Annusl Cycle the Erie Canal Bike Tour

Ways to Support

MNew York's Parks and Trails

« Bacome s member of Parks & Tradls Mew Yook af
make a donatbon anline, by phone, or mail

= Daubile your donation by sanading us
your emplayer s matching gift form

= Remnmember Parks & Tradls Mew York in your will
= Celwe ol the office via EarthShare New Yark

= Gt imvolived - joln us on | Lave My Park Day, Canal
Clean Sweep, and Park and Trall Advocacy Days

Visit www.ptny.org to learn more






